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By the Numbers
Texas REALTORS®
every
read
single
bill …

• 9,966
bills and resolutions filed
• 2,622
tracked for potential impact on real es
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REALTOR® Engagement During Se

• First-ever month-long virtual
advocacy event (March 15
-April 9)

• Only org in the state (and probably the
nation!) to take on an event of this
scale
• Worked to schedulemeetings with all
181 legislators
• Custom talking points updated timely
to ensure REALTORS® had -to-date
up
information
• Legislators joined from wherever they
were—even stepping out of
committee hearings or while traveling
to/from the district! (See photos)
Watch Closing Session (8:34) here
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Texas REALTORS® Legislative Priorities

Appraisal Caps
Broadband Access
Central Appraisal Districts
Change-of-Use Taxes
Eminent Domain Authority
Home Equity
Homeowners Associations
Hospital Development
Infrastructure (Transportation, Water)
Irrigation Districts
Local Rulemaking Authority
Model Subdivisions
Property Taxes
Sales Price Disclosure
Sales Tax on Professional Services
Sales Tax on Real Estate Transfers
Texas Real Estate Commission
Title Insurance

TexasRealEstate.com/issues
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Refocused Priorities
The 2021 session has seen shifting
priorities due to COVID
-19 response and
then the February utility outages.
REALTOR® Day Legislative Priorities
• Increasing Broadband Access
• Reforming Civil Liability
• Removing Discriminatory
Covenants in Real Estate Deeds
• Bringing Balance to Homeowners
Associations
• Keeping Real Estate Moving as an
Economic Driver
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Increasing Broadband Access
Our Position
Texas REALTORS® supports increasing reliable and affordable broadband internet access for all
Texans. The COVID
-19 pandemic has only reinforced how important this access is for our state’s
success.
Legislation
House Bill 5 (Rep. Trent Ashby)
This legislation establishes a new Broadband Development Office that would provide grants for
expanding access to broadband in eligible areas, among other services.
Status (As of June 1, 2021)
House Bill 5 has been sent to the governor's desk to be signed into law!
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Reforming Civil Liability

Our Position
Texas REALTORS® supports ensuring that small
-business owners, like REALTORS®, can continue
to provide their essential services during times of crisis.
Legislation
Senate Bill 6 (Sen. Kelly Hancock)
This legislation—also known as the Pandemic Liability Protection Act
—seeks to ensure small
business owners, like REALTORS®, can continue to provide their essential services during times of
crisis with protections from certain claims.
Status (As of June 1, 2021)
Senate Bill 6 passed both chambers and will be
sent to the governor's desk to be signed into law!
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Removing Discriminatory Covenants from Real Estate
Our Position
Texas REALTORS® supports providing a simple option for property owners to remove unconstitutional
covenants from their real estate deeds.
Legislation
Senate Bill 30 (Sen. Royce West) allow property owners to go through the county clerk’s office to remove
discriminatory covenants from their real estate deeds.
Status (As of June 1, 2021)
SB 30passed both chambers and will besent to the governor's desk to be signedinto law!
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Bringing Balance to Homeowners Associations
Our Position
Texas REALTORS® supports balanced legislation that will enhance property rights and make sure Texans
have a clear understanding of their communities’ management structures and standard practices.
Legislation
Senate Bill 1588 (Sen. Bryan Hughes)
enhances private property rights and make sure Texans have a clear
understanding of their communities’ management structures and standard practices. Texas REALTORS
®
launched acall for action in May, providing members a convenient way to urge their House members to
support SB 1588. Thousands of REALTORS® responded and shared experiences
their
at MyHOAStory.com.
Status (As of June 1, 2021)
SB 1588 passed both chambers and will be
sent to the governor's desk to be signedinto law!
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Keeping Real Estate Moving as an Economic Drive
Our Position
As Texas REALTORS®, we know it’s critical to keep real estate moving as one of Texas’ economic
drives. Real estate continues to be a strong pillar in upholding the state’s economy and shouldn’t be
harmed by legislative or regulatory action.
Legislation
Any proposalthat adds costs, burden, or complicationsto real property transactions would further
decrease affordability and attainabilityof housing throughout the state.
Texas REALTORS® identified several bills in this category, so we worked with the Legislature
to
educate them on the importance ofsupporting measures that incentivize economic development
and opposing measures that would tax or otherwise restrict real property transfers.
Status (As of June 1, 2021)
The Legislature supported our positions on the value of protecting Texas real estate! Bills to
mandate sales price disclosure, tax real estate services, and prohibit the use of remote online
notary and e-filing for deeds did not advance.

10

TheOneBill They Must Pass: The Budget
The Texas Legislature is constitutionally required
to pass the state’s two-year budget.
Senate Bill 1 is the state budget for 2022
-2023.
When the session started, legislators expected to
make deep cuts; however, financial forecasts
have improved in recent months.
As of June 1, the budget awaits Gov. Abbott's
approval.

Note: Gov. Abbott has until J une 20 to
either sign or veto passed bills …or
they automatically become law.
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Redistricting: Special Session(s)?
Every 10 years, the Texas Legislature redraws
boundaries for state legislative and U.S. Congressional
districts.
The Census Bureau expects to deliver info legislators
need to redraw the district lines by Sept. 30, 2021.
That is six months later than the March date originally
planned … and only 71 days before the filing deadline for
the 2022 elections.
The regular session ended May 31, so the governor is all
but certain to call them back for a special session this
fall to address redistricting.

Source: Census.gov

On April 26, the U.S. Census Bureau announced
that Texas hasgained two Congressional seats—
the only state to gain more than one.
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Questions?

